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October 29, 2018 
 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105- 2219 
 
Subject: November 8 Hearing – Agenda Item 15 
        Port Master Plan Amendment/San Diego Symphony Bayside 

Performance Park 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
I write in support of the Port of San Diego’s Port Master Plan Amendment (PMPA) 
which if approved would permit the San Diego Symphony to build and operate an 
outdoor concert facility on Embarcadero Marina Park South (EMPS). 
 
EMPS sits directly behind the San Diego Convention Center, and due to its location 
has been historically underutilized outside of special events. The San Diego 
Symphony has proposed a project that will both revitalize the park and expand public 
access. The proposed facility would provide space for community engagement, and  
would offer opportunities for people of all ages to come together and enjoy the arts.    
 
The San Diego Symphony is prepared to create a new gathering place for the 
region’s residents and visitors, and seeks to ensure accessibility for all.  Conditions 
proposed in the PMPA address sea level rise, impact on avian and marine species, 
dark sky goals, storm water treatment, recreational improvement, and many other 
unique coastal design requirements. 
 
I respectfully encourage you to accept your staff’s recommendation in support of 
Agenda Item 15.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

G 
TODD GLORIA 
Assemblymember, 78th District 
 
Cc: Port of San Diego 
      San Diego Symphony 

3 of 7

Page 3 of 7 F



4 of 7

Page 4 of 7 F



5 of 7

Page 5 of 7 F



 

 

October 31, 2018 

 

 

California Coastal Commission 

45 Fremont, Suite 2000 

San Francisco, CA 94105- 2219 

 

RE:  November 8 Hearing – Support for Agenda Item 15 

        Port Master Plan Amendment/San Diego Symphony Bayside  Performance Park 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation’s (EDC) mission is to maximize 

the region’s economic prosperity and global competitiveness. While there are many 

ingredients that go into making the San Diego Region competitive, our cultural 

institutions play a unique and vital role in our economy, helping to attract and retain 

talent, intellectual capital, and businesses.  The Port of San Diego is requesting a Port 

Master Plan Amendment (PMPA), which if approved will permit the San Diego Symphony 

to add another cultural asset to our Region. 

 

Business associations often focus only on the movement of goods and services and the 

cost of operations.  EDC long ago recognized the importance of a healthy environment 

and its relationship to quality of life for all San Diegans.  The San Diego Symphony has 

proposed to develop the Bayside Performance Park on Embarcadero Marina Park 

South, located behind the Convention Center.  Their proposal will create improvements 

to a park that is rarely in use now and attract residents and visitors alike to the 

wonderful bayside location on our San Diego Bay.  EDC looks forward to including this 

iconic project in our efforts to share San Diego’s story with the world.  

 

We respectfully encourage you to adopt your staff recommendation and approve the 

Port’s PMPA in Agenda Item 15. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mark Cafferty 

President & CEO 

 

Cc: Port of San Diego 

      San Diego Symphony 
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October 30, 2018 

 

California Coastal Commission 

45 Fremont, Suite 2000 

San Francisco, CA 94105- 2219 

 

RE: November 8 Hearing – Support for Agenda Item 15: Port Master Plan 

Amendment/San Diego Symphony Bayside Performance Park 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

On behalf of the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce (Chamber), I am writing to express our 

support for the Port Master Plan Amendment, which will allow the Symphony to move forward with 

the Bayside Performance Park project on Embarcadero Marina Park South. The proposal to develop 

a permanent, highly-innovative outdoor concert venue will benefit San Diego’s tourism economy 

and overall economic well-being. 

 

As the largest regional Chamber on the West Coast, representing approximately 2,500 businesses 

and an estimated 300,000 jobs, the Chamber is committed to advocating for policies and projects 

that allow our diverse economy to continue to thrive. It is critical that we continue to improve the 

regional assets and infrastructure that support our tourism economy as well as our world-class 

quality-of-life.   

 

The San Diego Symphony Bayside Performance Park will fill the demand for a venue for medium-

sized concerts and events that currently have no viable option in the region. Establishing this 

permanent event venue furthers our goals to support San Diego’s diverse economy while creating 

new jobs and economic opportunity along our waterfront. By allowing the Symphony to elevate its 

musical presentations with an architecturally remarkable and acoustically superior stage, the Park 

has the potential to become an important tourist attraction as well as a public resource. The venue 

would both broaden access to the arts, and make San Diego a better place to live, work and run a 

business.  

 

As you move forward with this process, please consider the valuable benefits of the Bayside 

Performance Park proposal’s direct and indirect impacts on the regional economy. Thank you for 

your consideration. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Sean Karafin, 

Vice President of Policy and Economic Research, at (619) 544-1352 or skarafin@sdchamber.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

 

Jerry Sanders 

President & CEO 

San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce 
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