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SAN DIEGO UNIFIED PORT DISTRICT 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: December 2, 2019 
 
To: Randa J. Coniglio 
 President/CEO 
 
From:  Ernesto Medina 
  Chief Engineer 
 
Subject: Confirmation of Declared Emergency to Repair Sinkhole at Pepper 

Park in National City, CA. 
 

 
This memo is to confirm the declaration of emergency pursuant to Resolution 2000-03 to 
repair a sinkhole at Pepper Park in National City that was discovered on Saturday, 
November 30, 2019. The hole is approximately 3-4 ft wide at the surface, 4-5 ft deep, and 
6 ft wide at the bottom.  
 
The area has been secured by General Services (GS) from the public with barricades; 
caution/hazard tape; and is covered with plywood and trash cans. The hole does not 
appear to be growing at the moment. GS will further secure the site with temporary fencing 
to include the playground. 
 
It appears the sinkhole was caused by a failed storm drain. Currently, there is no exposed 
pipe visible. The area in question is where an 18” storm drain joins a larger 72” pipe and 
is subject to tidal influence. Based on the District maps, this storm drain section appears 
to be the District’s responsibility. Engineering is in discussions with a contractor to move 
forward with immediate repairs. Time is of the essences since the next storm event is 
forecast to arrive tomorrow night, and others may be following this weekend.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (619) 686-7229 or 
emedina@portofsandiego.org. 
 
 
Attachment A: Photographs 
Attachment B: Board Resolution 2000-03 
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